Preparing for the search
up next day, and Sa'id Ja'far, when he heard the direction
in which I intended to go, declared that he would not risk it,
not with five tribesmen behind him.
" There is a track," he said, " which runs along the level
ground up there. It is hidden from sight between two hills,
and there are no tents for miles on any side. And always
there are brigands: they come up from the river and he in
ambush. You know that we are disarmed. If I had a weapon,
I would not care."
" Providence has attended to this matter," said I. " We
will ask the lieutenant to lend us a policeman. Then we shall
be safe against anything."
I wrote a litde note and sent it to the kadkhuctas tent.
The reply came back in the hands of a young policeman who
was himself to accompany us. I begged Shah Riza to make
his prayers next morning short and early; and feeling that I
had done all that circumstances allowed, I left the party and
went to think out in my sleeping-sack the details of the
adventure, of which the most difficult day lay before me.
Next morning I dressed as usual before it was light, and
made a few alterations to my costume. I emptied the map
case I carried round my waist, and substituted for its ordinary
contents an electric torch, a candle and box of matches, and a
strong knife, suitable for opening treasure chests if any such
were found. I pinned a small pillow-case, which happened
to be travelling with me, round my waist under my skirt.
And I looked again at the pencilled map, memorizing it
thoroughly. If fortune were kind and I managed to throw
off both the police escort and the tribesmen, and then to find
the cave, I would be ready to take away some specimens of
the treasure undetected. They would be sufficient to interest
any museum or connoisseur; and the next step might be taken
in a more orthodox way, with the help of proper antiquarians.

